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What Did the Pilsrims. British Colonists in
India and Ancient Mariners Have in Common?
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sugarcane,.r rhe sap oicoconur palms. Accordi'19
lo Bftkh bccr wriler Petc Boan, 1l lotr gor I
priticularly good vintasc. yotr hrar_ only go blind. '

Be.ause olth. nmber of peopLe dyirs fr.to this
panictrl.rly porent alcoholic bevengE. lhc British

co0ld iotstrvive lhc six-monnllong tiP dn x ship
iom ltrsllnd to Indir. rhe becr Nolld go b.d.
'l here exisled poncs. thotrgh. anorhe.t.FUlrr s!lc
.f bcer froN tlE rime that .orld srvLvc thc xip.
Burporrcsa hcav! beN unsuired to theh.r, dry

com sdls tlEt-1he H.dgsons. ds hr as anyone
cantcll.weEthell6rrouseFaLemalt.alypem!d!-
por5iblebl 1cncwlechnologiesofrheinJu$ial
revoLrtrion, iD p{iculdr rhc cutue ot mrlt ir
coke tueJ lilns. BsLrccoke {as invented. mah

The prohlem h! in the bteseN method dl'
mdhing. thc proccss .f conveiing a grcint
st!rch lo argr _Bre$ere madc their orn milr
by soaking baney and allowing ir ro gdmirratc
(spmu0. bur ro prcvenr dc cnbryonic plant frorn
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climateollidii. 8rcw.6 had lo
come dp $'irh a lighter drnrkable
beer thd .otrld su ivc lhe long
ship ride daoogh chaiSing

Enter Oeoqe fl.Jgson. a British
bEstr dt lhe Borv BEser)
lo.dtd ncar the Thames on the
Livft Lc!. lle rvas a lucky man:
rhe d.cks for the Eas Indiamei,
rhcmerchmrshipsrhrtwcntloand
frm Jndia. were at Blackwallon
rhc lhxmss,just a shon dhtance
lionr his breweq Accordins
to lthot'hih Mtukfts .on.
''when rhc captei.s of (he Eds
lndianer senr lodking tor bccr
rd scllin Bombay. Cakuudnd Madras. alongside
i hosl of other goods from Engldnd inclLding
everything fiom china. io hahs to fumirure. they
{cni ro fien neare$ bre$d mdrerlhon oN orrhe

llodlsonmadc! rumberol bee6. itrcludreloner.
but setLed .n shat he called "Ociobf beea- lo
expon to lhe Brirkhcdlonisis Whli disringuished
Octeber bccr liom other beeF ofthe pcriod lvs
ns 1i-rl orcolor hi!h xlcoholconrenl (7.5 to 8o/o).
and !n unusuillt hich infusion olhops. Hops rrc
r mild anribiotic ,nd flodgson kNw this this
undorbrcdly cotrtiiburcd to the be€as inc€ased

More about October beeis prlc color: bccrpages.

con$'ming all lhe femetrhble sugaN as tood.
lhcy nceded ro haLt gcnninrlon. sa]s rn',
,onhankrnohttr !^ or:. -Brerves sroppstl ir
by _kihirg-.. process ofdrying thc Nel grarn in
m ovcn Unrodmdelr. ficn ability ro contol
the ovcns renpemture was Priditivc ard often
thes[ir$N kilneJ lor darkhh hue, Nhich w.s
rlrcn implncd lo dre fiiished bccr'- tl) the laro
1700s- rhe m.lting prores s3s bdodng n'orc
contoLlrbLc and srains $e.en'L as dc.ply ki red
Althoush rhe beef {nr still r dcep copper coloi
ir sas comparativcly pale .
'fhe Indim coloniss and lroopr lovc.l dis ne\
bcer h tinre. dan! Nru$cd tioD I',dia to-
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ursLrtrd. _Ocnxnd lor $c c\|o,t nv c of ]ule
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hcc6. c!trt.irin! abour 7 0% rlcohol h! \oLLtrnc
riJ b.r{ing rr omols 100 l1r.rfurotri
Bnluncss Lrirs olisonrcrizcd a pu rcid lrhc h.P
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